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and in it he placed tlie monks of both nations
whom he had brought with him. They could not
agree among themselves; for the Scots left the
monastery when the summer came and harvest had .
to be gathered in, and roamed about through
places with which they were acquainted. When
winter came they returned to the monastery, and
claimed to live on what the English had stored.
Colman felt that he must find some remedy.
Looking about near and far he found a place on
the main land suitable for the construction of a
monastery,, called in the Scots tongue Mageo.
He bought a small portion of the land from the
earl to whom it belonged, on which to build, on
condition that the monks placed there should offer
prayers to God for him who had allowed it to be
purchased. With the help of the earl and all the
neighbours he built the monastery and placed the
English monks in it, leaving the Scots on
Inisbofin. The monastery is to this day held by
English monks. It has grown large from small
beginnings, and is commonly called Mageo x. All
has been brought into good order, and it contains
an excellent body of monks, collected from the
province of the Angles. They live by the labour
of their own hands in great continence and
simplicity, after the example of their venerable
fathers, under the Rule and under a canonical
abbat."

Bede appears to have not known anything of
a bishop-abbat of Mayo.

1 AJS in year the Anglo-Saxon g was" pronounced as y,
hence the name Mayo. In east Yorkshire a gate is still
called a yet.